Opportunity for secondment or additional hours for child mental health workers in Newham
April 2010 – March 2011
The DCSF has agreed one year’s   funding under the Targeted Mental Health in Schools (TAMHS) programme. This funding will include a new (temporary) team to develop work with children, young people and their families – “children who fail to integrate in primary school and a number who fail to make the transition to secondary school, because of complex social, emotional & behavioural difficulties”, based in Eleanor Smith School but working closely with other primary and secondary schools in Newham.

Because of the short-term nature of the funding, and the need to start the work as soon as possible after April 1st this year, we are inviting Newham agencies, both statutory and voluntary, to consider the possibility of seconding existing staff for a year, or possibly offering part-time staff the opportunity to extend their hours. Agencies would be fully reimbursed for the costs of this, and additionally would benefit both by the training and development opportunities for the staff members involved, and the improved inter-agency links which we hope will be an outcome of the project.

The team will consist of 3 full-time equivalent (possibly more part-time) child mental health practitioners, led by a systemic family psychotherapist.

They will provide;  
Individual and small group sessions for children with a focus on developing problem-solving skills and pro-social behaviours


Parent education programmes



         Work with the family network around each child

It is proposed that the mental health workers will work in the schools either to prevent admission to Eleanor Smith, to work proactively with children and families where referral is being considered by networks, or to act as a bridge between the feeder schools and ESS. The mental health workers will have knowledge or experience of working in schools and be able to work innovatively within complex service environments both vertically and horizontally.

It is hoped that, though time-limited, the project will have the effect of developing and sharing effective professional practice, and improving liaison and understanding between different agencies working with young people in Newham.

Funding is available to back-fill posts in host agencies willing to consider secondment of a staff member, or alternatively to extend the hours of part-time staff.

If you are interested in discussing the options further, please contact: Lucy Draper, CAMHS Commissioning Manager lucy.draper@newham.gov.uk 

Tel: 07812 773562
