Government launches a prospectus for local authorities and their partners to bid for support to develop intensive interventions for looked after children and their families  

The Government has launched a prospectus for local authorities and their partners to bid for financial and other support to implement a range of intensive, cost effective and evidence-based interventions for looked after children and children on the edge of care or custody who have complex and challenging behaviours which can result in out of home placements or placement breakdown.

The interventions  to be funded are: Multi-dimensional Treatment Foster Care (MTFC), Keeping Foster and Kinship Carers Safe and Supported (KEEP) for looked after children, Multi Systemic Therapy (MST) for children on the edge of care or custody and Functional Family Therapy (FFT) for young people with conduct and offending behaviour.

Local authorities and their partners will be able to apply for between £50,000 to £200,000 a year to test out new ways of delivering these interventions, with the aim of making them more widely used. The prospectus sets out why local consortia should consider becoming involved in the programme, what is expected of them if they do, and sets out how to apply for funding. 

Bids are invited from:

· Local authorities and partners who have not previously developed MTFC, MST, KEEP or FFT  but would be able to develop one of more of these intensive evidence based programmes  following a strategic assessment of the current and future needs of that population 

· Local authorities and partners who are currently running one of these programmes who wish to develop new partnership approaches to delivering these interventions across a number of local authority areas; to test out innovative partnership and delivery models and how they may be implemented for a wider group of children and young people. 

Voluntary and community sector providers are encouraged to explore with relevant local authorities the potential for collaborating as a contracted party and perhaps for taking the lead in developing the bid on behalf of the local authority and its partners.

The deadline for initial expressions of Interest is April 20th 2011.

A copy of the prospectus can be downloaded from the DfE website:

http://www.education.gov.uk/childrenandyoungpeople/families/childrenincare/news/a0075693/prospectus-for-intensive-cost-effective-and-evidence-based-interventions-for-looked-after-children-and-children-on-the-edge-of-care-or-custody
For further information please go to the Department for Education website or email cathy.james@dh.gsi.gov.uk 
